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EPISODE SEVEN   

THE BIG PRAYER AND THE TWO MIRACLES: THE INNER ROAD 

In prayer, it is better to have a heart without words, than words without heart.  

~John Bunyon 

The boy was confident that a clearly worded prayer stated with conviction for a good purpose 

will with time elicit a response from the infinite Mind, a power so much greater than ourselves 

and upon which we can draw. He was not afraid to pray even for very big things, because this 

allows the infinite Mind to express itself more completely. The following episode is about a big 

prayer and two miracles that flowed from it, and they left the boy inspired to do more and more.    

*** 

A Big Prayer at the Harvard Memorial Chapel  

In 1996 the boy was back up in New Hampshire visiting St. Paul’s with his daughter 

Emma when she inexplicably reversed course and decided not to enroll there but instead to 

continue school in Shaker Heights, Ohio. He had some hours to visit the old chapel where he had 

had peacefully meditated all those years ago on the meaning of blue angel dream, but early in the 

afternoon Emma insisted on leaving. So instead of staying in Concord for the entire weekend, 

they spent Sunday touring Harvard Square before flying back to Cleveland Sunday night. Emma 

went shopping. The boy felt inspired to visit Harvard Memorial Chapel and ask God for 

something big. He prayed quietly for an hour near the right-hand wall, the one with all the 

engraved names of famous graduates.     

On that March 28th of 1996, he asked for the creation of an institute that would study the 

highest form of love in the universe -- not flawed human love. It was a prayer for a research 
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center that would take as its basic premise a belief in the divine love that prompted infinite Mind 

to create the universe through the Big Bang, a love that we can sense when we look up into the 

starry night sky and know that behind such magnificence there is a wonderful intent. It was a 

prayer for insights into the spiritual experiences, reported by people all over the world, of a love 

that invades consciousness from outside and yet really from deep within, leaving them feeling 

that the usual ego boundaries between themselves and others are not real walls but just low 

fences that allow for a oneness. Secondly, it was a prayer that someday there might be a chair at 

Harvard Divinity School held by a great scholar and researcher who would focus on this topic, 

the profoundest of all spiritual themes.    

Patience! Patience! These two big miracles happened, five and sixteen years later, 

respectively! God always hears the right prayers, but they are fulfilled in divine time, and we 

first have to work really hard to inspire God’s confidence in us, creating the conditions for divine 

action. Ultimately, though, all our efforts are just a tiny fraction of what God does to complete 

the equation. If it is a prayer consisted with the loving nature of God, it will be answered, 

although we know not when.  

The first part of the prayer was answered in 1998, about eighteen months after it was 

prayed. That was when the boy received a call from Charles L. Harper, the visionary vice 

president of the John Templeton Foundation. Chuck invited him to organize a research 

symposium on agape in October of 1999 at MIT in Cambridge, Massachusetts, which the boy 

also co-chaired.The three-day conference was officially entitled Altruism, Empathy & Agape: A 

Scientific Symposium, and included outstanding practitioners of selfless love, twenty major 

researchers in the field (such as Antonio Damasio, Daniel Batson, and Jerome Kagan), and 
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twenty leading religious and moral thinkers. The website remains available at 

www.altruisticlove.org.   

Among the leading lights of love that spoke about their lives was the remarkable 

Templeton Laureate Dame Cicely Saunders, then 83 years of age, and known all over the world 

as the creator and founder of the hospice movement. Dame Cicely flew in from St. Christopher’s 

Hospice in London and began her dinner plenary address by stating that her entire life work was 

guided by God and by her experience of divine love, however much the standard professional 

textbooks manage to leave this out. The boy and Dame Cicely were close friends and had talked 

over the years about hospice care and deeply forgetful people, who also need to die free of pain 

and with no intrusive technologies attached or inserted in any orifice natural or unnatural.  

At the end of her talk, which she entitled “Why I Can Never Retire,” Dame Cicely said 

that God has could never allow her to retire and that she still went to St. Christopher’s Hospice to 

listen attentively to dying people as they spoke about their lives, and to change bedpans and 

carry out all the other small chores of hospice life with great love. When she herself died several 

years later, virtually every news organization across the globe printed long obituaries praising a 

modern saint who restored dignity and significance even to those who could no longer be 

rescued from death.  

That night at MIT Sir John Templeton and the boy sat side by side at dinner, with about 

120 people seated at other tables around them. After Dame Cicely’s talk, they all stood up and 

Sir John shouted, “No, no, no, never retire! Never retire! Retirement kills!” as he clapped 

appreciatively. And retirement does, in fact, increase mortality on average.  

“Retirement will kill you!!” he whispered in the boy’s ear. “Don’t ever do it! It’s a death 

sentence!”  
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After the conference Sir John began writing his book, Pure Unlimited Love: An Eternal 

Creative Force and Blessing Taught by All Religions (2000). The boy liked the “pure love” idea 

because he had written articles on the “pure love” in western and eastern spiritual thought, 

especially on how human bodily nature is incapable of it, and how we only connect with it by 

turning inwards to our spiritual essence through meditation and prayer. Many people experience 

such cherishing love as spiritually transforming, invading them from within and beyond 

themselves in the form of divinely sourced energy, a higher Love.  

Sir John had old the boy at dinner that night in Boston how he was not terribly interested 

in mere human love at all because while the cherishing love of a mother for a child is the highest 

form of human love, human emotions are still unreliable and myopic when compared to the Love 

that made humans, preceded the Big Bang, and underlies all of reality. He said that people like 

Dame Cicely had connected with something beyond themselves, and this was what he wanted 

people to research more than any other topic. “Pure love” came from the soul, from the inner 

being, not from the bodily substrate. Sir John and the boy were both pessimistic about human 

nature, which they both felt is more disposed to arrogance rather than humility, hostility rather 

than kindness, and violence rather than peace. But they agreed that hope for the future comes 

when we can awaken awareness of the infinite Mind and spirit within us that is equally manifest 

in the elegance of the universe. “Human love,” said Sir John, “is somewhat interesting, but only 

as a very flawed and imperfect reflection of pure unlimited love, which is the ultimate reality. 

Humans did not invent love; it was there in the infinite beginning before the universe with its 

time and space came into existence. Don’t forget the difference!”    

They had actually first met ten years earlier at a conference on religion and health in 

Virginia where the boy was speaking. He introduced himself to Sir John, who was seated in a 
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hotel lounge. Sir John asked him what he was most interested in, and the boy answered “infinite 

Mind and divine love.” They spent the next three hours talking, because Sir John was excited to 

discuss both of these things. At the end of the discussion Sir John asked the boy if he thought 

that some of the Sufi Muslim mystics were right in seeing divine Love as a bluish energy, and 

the boy mentioned Chagall. As the boy described Chagall’s blue angel experience, and his 

windows in the Union Church in Pocantico Hills and the United Nations, Sir John exclaimed 

with a huge smile that he also  knew Chagall’s Good Samaritan window very well because as an 

investor who worked with the Rockefellers he had visited the church over the years. The boy and 

Sir John agreed that if divine love energy had a color, Chagall got it right in that beautiful blue 

window.   

Of course for the boy this was all an astonishing example of synchronicity, for how 

uncanny that Sir John and he would both be inspired by Chagall’s great window of pure 

unlimited love. This was the basis of an especially close and trusting relationship. Sir John was 

not himself a blue angel dreamer, but he knew that the boy was one and accepted this warmly.   

The boy told Sir John the story of the dream and going to Yale Divinity School for a day 

to speak about it, of Rt. 80 and the ledge, and of Kazuko’s rice balls and many such things, 

including the Unity School of Christianity. Sir John smiled as he listened, and laughed nonstop 

before mentioning that he had run off to Israel in his younger years and that his mother too had 

had a frightening intuition that he was in big trouble one night when indeed he was, that he was a 

Christian but so open-minded and eager to learn from all the different ways that people on earth 

seek God that he was unwilling to believe that any one faith had all the answers, and that he had 

for a while attended the same Unity “One Mind” center on 58th Street that the boy had but that, 

like the boy, he never actually joined. Sir John valued the teachings of Charles Fillmore, the 
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founder of the Unity School, as did the boy, and mentioned how much he had learned from 

Fillmore’s “Mind before matter philosophy of Ultimate Reality,” which led him to consider 

physics and math as windows into the divine Mind. When the boy talked with Sir John, 

synchronicity was everywhere as if written in bright neon lights.      

*** 

The Institute for Research on Unlimited Love 

The boy was sitting in his office at Case Western Medical School in June of 2001 when 

he received a fax from Sir John asking him to start an institute to study spiritual love, and 

suggesting that it be called the Institute for Research on Unlimited Love. “Sir John,” the boy 

faxed back, “how about the Institute for Research on Creative Altruism?” which sounded a little 

more scientific and might be easier for his colleagues to accept. But the boy knew that such 

conformity to the secular language around him was untrue to Chagall and the dream, and that he 

ought never to be diverted away from the spiritual core of this new research.  

Sir John responded, rightly, “No, I think unlimited love,” promising a considerable sum 

to support the institute. The boy quickly agreed, and faxed back “Sir John, I love the name. It 

jumps right off the page!” And Sir John was absolutely on target, because the rather bold name 

attracted immense media attention, and invited more open dialogue between science and 

spirituality. Altruism is a dry, secular term that does not come close to expressing the radiance 

and warmth of Unlimited Love.  

 Later that month, the boy sat down with a lawyer in the old Caribou Coffee House on 

Coventry Road in Cleveland Heights, Ohio, to discuss founding such an institute, one that would 

nurture new scientific research and spiritual-philosophical reflection on the topic of love. Not 

any kind of love, mind you. Not giddy romantic love or love of chocolate or designer shoes, but 
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the kind of love that holds the security, well-being, and happiness of others to be as meaningful 

and real to us as our own.  

No modern academic starts an Institute for Research on Unlimited Love at a secular 

scientific university without getting grief for it. But the boy was a Rt. 80 blue angel dreamer, a 

spiritual friend of Chagall’s, and Sir John was worth the risk because he was so accepting of all 

those Rt. 80 adventures he heard about. In fact, he trusted the boy not because he was brilliant, 

which he was not, but because his thinking resonated with Sir John’s ideas about infinite Mind as 

“Ultimate Reality and Pure Unlimited Love.”  

 So by June of 2001 the boy had founded the Institute for Research on Unlimited Love as an 

independent 501(c)3 nonprofit located at Case Western Reserve University, and funded largely 

by Sir John Templeton (www.unlimitedloveinstitute.org). The idea was to support excellent 

science through competitive requests for research proposals, to study how it is that love can 

sometimes reach beyond the ordinary limits of human emotion to include all of humanity without 

exception, and how spirituality might affect this expansion. In 2001, the first call for proposals 

yielded 320 letters of intent from researchers around the country, about ninety of which were 

outstanding. The ninety full applications that resulted were carefully reviewed by a team of 

scientific consultants and experts, and twenty were funded at a total cost of several million 

dollars.  

 The Institute’s first goal, as discussed with Sir John, was to increase awareness of the 

emotional and health benefits of such love for those who give it: “Our individual flourishing is 

inextricably connected with our contributing to the lives of others,” they both agreed, “but let’s 

prove it!”  

 The second goal was to demonstrate how love heals through empathy and compassion, 
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making a real, measurable difference in patient outcomes. But in a broader sense, feeling loved 

and secure in life and in the wider universe is healing for us all from the moment we are born 

until we die. Sir John and the boy were completely one on this point as well.    

 These, then, are the seven core questions that the Institute would become known for 

worldwide: 

(1) Does the unselfish love of others contribute to the happiness, health, and resilience of 

those who give it?  

(2) How does such love prevent illness and contribute to healing?  

(3) How can parents and communities raise children who flourish in such love?  

(4) Can the spirituality and practices of Unlimited Love enhance the workplace and 

philanthropy?  

(5) What do people mean when they report a spiritual experience of Unlimited Love, how 

common is this, and is this experience objectively associated with emotional healing and 

expanded benevolence? 

(6) Do physics and mathematics point to an “Ultimate Reality” or “Ground of Being” that 

underlies reality (the laws and constants of the universe, as well as energy and matter), and if so, 

might this be described in terms of creative Mind and love, which mystics, philosophers, and 

theologians suggest, along with some leading quantum theorists and cosmologists who assert, is 

at least plausible?  

(7) How can the major spiritualities and religions of the world come to abide in their 

various conceptualizations of Unlimited Love, and practice love for all humanity rather than 

merely for those who adhere to a particular set of beliefs? 

 The boy thought that if the Institute could make progress on these seven questions it would 
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have served its purpose for humanity.  

 The definition of love the Institute developed is this: when the happiness, security, and 

well-being of another feels as meaningful and real to us as our own, or perhaps more so, we love 

that person. This definition includes proper love of self as a standard for love of others. 

Unlimited Love includes and also extends beyond our nearest and dearest to all humanity, based 

on our shared dignity and interdependence with one another and with nature. For those who are 

secular, this ideal can be rationally defended. For those who are spiritually or religiously 

inclined, Unlimited Love is deemed to be a Creative Presence or Ultimate Reality underlying the 

universe, the participation in which leads to inner peace and expanded benevolence. Whether we 

define ourselves as secular, religious, or spiritual, we can generally agree that such love 

constitutes the greatest imaginable leap forward in human consciousness and behavior. 

 With initial funding from the John Templeton Foundation (2001-2005), the Institute moved 

quickly, beginning in 2001, to provide support for the study of the seven questions above – and 

ones like them – at more than fifty research universities across the United States, from Stanford 

to Harvard, from Chicago to Princeton. Based on significant results, the dialogue on Unlimited 

Love at the interface of science and spiritual thought has grown dramatically and achieved 

recognition, with major events that addressed the subject taking place not just in the United 

States, but in England, Germany, Japan, Australia, and Canada.  

 The Institute has been covered on more than 600 radio shows, such as Talk of the Nation, 

Mehmet Oz, the BBC, and the Dennis Prager Show. Television features include the John Stossel 

Show, 20/20, The Daily Show, and Nightline. More than 4,000 print articles have appeared in 

venues such as Parade, The New York Times, “O” Magazine, USA Today, and U.S. News & 
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World Report. Blog coverage exceeds 500,000 sites, including BigThink.com, WebMD.com, 

BigQuestionsOnLine.com, and Beliefnet.com. 

 

 When the boy’s son was in the fifth grade the Cleveland Plain Dealer ran a cover article 

on the Institute, which included the question, “No longer the mistake by the lake, but city of 

Unlimited Love?”  

That evening, his son sat his dad down.  

 “Dad,” he said, “my friends are worried about you and this Unlimited Love stuff. They 

want me to ask you something.” 

 “Okay, go for it,” said the boy.  

 “They want to know what happened to you when you were a child.”  

 The boy smiled and assured his son that nothing bad had happened. 

 

 But now that the boy was reluctantly in the limelight he was quiet about his blue angel 

Rt. 80 beginnings, only because this could prove an obstacle for those hard-nosed materialists 

who were bound to give him grief.  

 Just before Sir John died in 2008, he asked the boy to write the book that he would now 

never have time to write: Is Ultimate Reality Unlimited Love? Out of faithfulness to Sir John’s 

request, the boy wrote it to reflect as closely as possible what Sir John would have wanted to 

express. But this was easy, because they were very much of one mind on the subject.  

 Plus, on Rt. 80, loyalty to the people God brings your way is all you really have to build 

with.   

*** 

The Harvard Watson Chair 
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  Then, in answer to that same March 29, 1996, prayer, lo and behold, a highly 

philanthropic Cleveland friend of the boy’s by the name of Richard T. Watson (1933-2011), a 

co-owner of the Cleveland Cavaliers, came along to endow the Richard T. Watson Chair of 

Science and Religion at Harvard Divinity School.  

Who had ever heard of an endowed chair of science and religion? But the idea made a lot 

of sense to Dick, and the boy was to encourage him.  

Dick had entered Harvard College in the 1960s as a 16-year-old scholarship student and 

math genius from the Cleveland suburb of Maple Heights, where he grew up working in the steel 

mills from age 13 for extra money when he wasn’t in school.  

(https://www.cleveland.com/obituaries/index.ssf/2011/07/richard_t_watson_was_the_cavs.html). 

Dick was a mathematical mystic, who saw a creative Ground of Being underlying and sustaining 

the beauty of the equations, constants, and intelligent mathematical principles of the universe.     

Whether in the complexities of calculus or in the simplicity of a geometric formula, Dick 

found fingerprints of a divine Intelligence. A rationalist through and through, he had had no 

single, astonishing spiritual experience, at least that the boy knew of. Instead, his window onto 

the divine was the elegant mathematical order that he saw underlying creation. For him, the 

underlying mathematical intelligence of this beautiful universe was a doorway to the perennial 

philosophy of a loving and intentional infinite Mind. In this sense he was a modern Platonist, a 

participant in Divine logos. On several Rt. 80 trips the boy had taken time to write down some 

reflections as to what reconciliation between science and religion might look like in future 

decades, and some prayers that it might come to pass. He was a Professor of Medical Humanities 

at Case Western School of Medicine, but also still a student in what served as his own informal 

School of Divinity, the Templeton Foundation (www.templeto.org), where he met and talked 
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with Nobel Prize laureates from England to India who understood their scientific and 

mathematical achievements as small glimpses into infinite Mind.  

Dick Watson had been a friend for several years from their Episcopal Church St. Paul’s 

in Cleveland Heights when he flew in to attend the boy’s 1999 MIT conference on altruism, 

empathy, and agape – an event that perfectly ignited fed Dick’s appetite for science and religion. It 

animated his interest in such themes as love, the Golden Rule, game theory, and altruism in 

dialogue with science. He started reading every book that had been published on religion and 

science, and two years later he joined the board of trustees of the Institute for Research on 

Unlimited Love. Then, late in 2003, Dick started talking about funding a Professorship of 

Science and Religion at Harvard Divinity School, which was also about the time he became a 

member of the Templeton Foundation By now his office and bedroom bookshelves were filled 

with the works of scientists and theologians interested in concepts such as cooperation, 

generosity, and altruistic love.  

  Dick died on July 20, 2011, while on a visit to New York City. Just weeks before, 

Ahmed Ragab, PhD, MD, had joined the Harvard Divinity School faculty as the young scholar 

selected by Harvard Divinity School to hold the Richard T. Watson Chair of Science and 

Religion. In the months before his passing Dick and the boy had had several discussions 

regarding Dr. Ragab and Dick seemed very hopeful about the young man, in whom he saw 

immense potential.  

 Dick’s widow and beloved wife Judy invited the boy to join her at Harvard on March 29, 

2012, to hear Professor Ragab’s inaugural lecture, entitled “Disciplining and Persuading: 

Science, Religion, and the Making of Knowledge.” On March 28, the boy took Amtrak up to 

Boston from Bridgeport, Connecticut, and when he arrived that afternoon he went directly to 
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Harvard Memorial Chapel and said a prayer of thanks. The next day, March 29 – sixteen years to 

the day after the prayer he had offered in 1996 -- the boy joined Judy and the Watson family in a 

crowded lecture hall at the Divinity School, heard a fine inaugural lecture, and then with a small 

group of other attendees, joined Dean Graham of the Divinity School for a dinner to mark the 

occasion. Judy spoke about Dick and what the Richard T. Watson Chair meant to him, and was 

gracious in acknowledging the boy’s role in the development of that vision, going back as far as 

the 1999 conference that Dick had attended at  the boy’s invitation, and all the intellectual 

exploration that followed through his association with the Institute.  

 The boy felt at that moment that the infinite Mind had answered his long-ago prayer 

much more abundantly than expected. From his perspective as a Rt. 80 quester, this was all a 

wonderful synchronicity inexplicable by the laws of even the most unlikely probabilities.  

 Sixteen years to the day, and there was the boy at Harvard Divinity School, being 

acknowledged for helping an extraordinary friend endow a Harvard professorship. His mind 

drifted back to sharing his blue angel dream with a class at Yale Divinity School years before 

because Rev. Welles saw something in it. Not many would. But now he was at Harvard and now 

there was a professorship that he had helped to bring about.   

*** 

 Sixteen years is not such a long time to wait for a prayer to be answered. A loving God is 

not going to test you. John 15:7 reads, “If you abide in me and my words abide in you, you shall 

ask what you will and it shall be done.” Or as James 5:16 affirms, “The prayer of a righteous 

man is powerful and effective.” Divine time (kairos) and human time (chronos) are different. 

The Watson Chair was proof that -- with time --infinite Mind works miracles on divine schedule.   

*** 
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The Lord of power and might is first and foremost the author and giver of all good things, 

who nourishes us in love and brings forth in us good works. From his early days with Mr. Muller 

the boy was never a believer in human nature as a source of anything even remotely close to 

“Pure Unlimited Love.” But he believed that the infinite Mind is love, and that we can connect 

with this energy and be empowered spiritually to do some amazing things, one of which is to 

love one another in our imperfection. How little we know about divinity, but we can still 

experience God’s love. Yet so often doctrines separate us from one another, and deny the 

unifying spirit of divine love that is the essence of true spirituality. When religions have put 

doctrinal “truth” above love they have inspired massive evil, from conflict and coercion to terror 

and torture. Religious wars are manifestations of a human arrogance and tribalism that amplify 

the worst in us.  

The world will never know sustained peace in this century without all religions living up 

to their inherent ideal of a divine love that applies to all humankind without exception. Only by 

taking such love much more seriously than we do -- even to the point of extending profound love 

to our ancient enemies -- can we expect to avoid increasing destruction. To the degree that 

religions fall short of universal divine love, violence will overcome us all. To the extent that truly 

universal love can be captured in the ritual worlds that religions create, and expressed in 

spiritually inspired emotions such as forgiveness and compassion, we will have a human future.    

Harvard Memorial Church 
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  The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. 

~ James 5:6 

Unlimited Love has an origin divine 

A blessing to be equally shared as yours and mine 

Unlimited Love is uniquely profound 

as an unfathomable invisible presence everywhere found 

~Francisco Gomes de Matos, a peace linguist, Recife, Brazil 

Why do we close our eyes when we pray, cry, kiss or dream? Because the most beautiful things 

in life are not seen but felt by the heart.  

~Denzel Washington 
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How Boys Can Follow a Different Kind of Dream - Lesson Seven: Sometimes we may want to 

pray for something big and bold that is really worthy of God’s attention, and if we do we should 

then work very hard and patiently to nurture the vision, knowing that dedicated effort can be a 

precondition for God to fulfill it. The infinite Mind is perfect, a reliable guide that always 

responds to wise, loving, prayerful requests when the time is right and when the effort is being 

made. This Mind that orders the universe also exists within each of us, and wants to see all 

loving purposes fulfilled, so the answers and the means will come.  

 And sometimes we will start whole new organizations with unusual names, like The 

Institute for Research on Unlimited Love, but that is just because Unlimited Love is another way 

of talking about infinite Mind and God, and a lot of people don’t know God. So a boy has to be 

brave to start something like this, and he often needs a caring old mentor who stopped caring 

what the world thought many years ago. Pray and meditate to escape the petty clamor of the 

brash world and more clearly envision the path to noble goals and dreams, and have confidence 

that when we put forth one hundred percent effort the infinite Mind will be eager to cooperate 

with us. There is a power for good in the universe greater than us that awaits us down Rt. 80, 

revealing itself at the right time and in the right place and way. Just stay on the road.    

The boy with Sir John Templeton at Duke 
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Could unlimited love be described as a creative, sustaining energy?  When we 

embrace our creative energy, can we draw, from the universal Source, a tremendous spiritual 

energy matrix into many areas of our lives? Does a divine fountainhead of love exist in the 

universe in which degrees of human participation are possible? 

 

~Sir John Marks Templeton  

*  *  * 

Excerpted from God and Love on Route 80: The Hidden Mystery of Human Connectedness by 
Stephen G. Post  www.stephengpost.com        www.unlimitedloveinstitute.org 

 


